
   Directions:  Answer questions 1-15 on your own piece of paper.  You may have to scroll down on the second page in order to see all of the questions.
Note:  Your answers should be written in ink.  You need to use complete sentences (a minimum of nine words) when answering the questions.
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ANALYZING LITERATURE —

RECALL
1. What is Della doing at the beginning of the story and why?
2. Which possessions do Della and Jim value most?
3. What is Jim’s nitial reaction to Della when he arrives home?
4. What gifts do the couple give each other?
5. According to the narrator, who were the Magi?
INTERPRET
6. This story begins on Christmas Eve. Why is this aspect of setting so
important to the story? (See Literary Terms Handbook, page R11.)
7. What do Della’s and Jim's sacrifices tell you about their relationship?
8. Della compares the watch chain to Jim: “Quietness and value—the
description applied to both.” Does this description apply to Jim when
he enters the flat? Why?

* 9. What is both wonderful and terrible about each gift? Use details from
the story to explain the irony of the situation. (See Literary Terms
Handbook, page R7)

10. Why might the narrator refer to Della and Jim as the Magi?
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