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Begin reading in  the Reader's Handbook about speeches.

Read pages 235 - 244.

As you read, take notes on the information you feel is most
important.  Hint:  Pay attention to information that is in 
bold print or is set off from other text.  Write down steps/strategies 
that would assist you in analyzing a speech. 
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Speech Reading Goals 

Purpose of Speeches : to inform or to 
persuade
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Structure of a Speech
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Finding the Main Idea for a Speech

Ways You Can Support Your Main Idea
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Literary Devices used in Speeches
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• Before Speech
 Find out about the speaker and purpose of the speech. 

• During Speech
Understand the organization.  Look for key lines and mark them.  They 
can help you figure out the speaker's message.

• After Speech 
 Find the viewpoint and locate support for the viewpoint.

Focus on Speeches
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Chief Joseph
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Literary Technique

result/impact/effect on overall work

___________________________
Example:_________________
___________________________
___________________________
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Literary Technique

result/impact/effect on overall work
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Literary Technique

result/impact/effect on overall work ___________________________
Example:_________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________

Literary Technique

result/impact/effect on overall work

Literary Technique

result/impact/effect on overall work

Sequencing

• "Number one in your life's blueprint..."
• "Secondly, in your life's blueprint..."
• "Finally, in your life's blueprint..."

Sequencing makes it easier
to understand the speech.

Sequencing makes the speech
more fluent ( flows smoothly)

Extended Metaphor: compares life
to a blueprint

This metaphor enables the audience
to view life from a different perspective.

The metaphor also spurs interest
in examining one's life.

Allusion:  reference to Emerson, God,
Shakespeare, Michelangelo, and 
Beethoven

This allusion forces the reader
to compare himself to famous 
people

This allusion lets you see that 
everyone has a unique talent.
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CHIEF
JOSEPH

MARTIN
LUTHER
KING,
JR.

DOUBLE BUBBLE MAP similarities differences
differences
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Discussion Questions

Tell me a line that believe is significant and explain why you believe the line is important.

Why do you believe others feel this is a significant speech in our history?

What makes this speech so persuasive/effective?

Which literary techniques does he use to his advantage?

What emotions do you believe Martin Luther King, Jr. evokes in his audience?

Give an example of a quote which incorporates a literary device/technique.  Explain the use of the literary technique 
and its overall impact.

What effect do the literary techniques have on the speech overall?
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Examples of Repetition?

Purpose of Repetition?
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All men should have equal 
rights.

All men were made by the same

Great Spirit Chief.

His tribe is willing to abide by the 
law.

If they do not obey the law,

they will pay for the crime.
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