Research Paper






 English III

Topic:

Decide on an American author you admire, respect, and want to learn more about.  If you have other ideas about who/what you want to write about, you should have already cleared this with me. 
Length:
2-3 pages, 2 pages is the minimum, must be typed, double spaced, and in 12 size font, in Times New Roman or Cambria font
Source requirement is at least two Internet sources and one print source

· At least one pages about the life of the author. ( discuss their style)

· one page about the impact of the author’s writing, your favorite pieces, etc  Paper just cannot be all biographical.
· Analysis means you analyze, dig deeper, not just summarize or tell me why you like them.
· Your works cited page does not count as a page in your research paper.  As you begin your notes, make a list of questions you would like for your paper to answer.  Then list below website links.  After you finish, begin taking notes, and color code your notes, so that you can see if you are blending. Make each website’s information a different color.
Note:  1st web source should be highlighted teal blue.
           2nd web source should be highlighted lime green. 

          Print source should be highlighted yellow.
Components:

Notes:  at least two to three pages of notes.  Remember, the goal of this assignment is to practice blending sources and writing a strong research paper.  Take notes from multiple sources that you can blend together.  
Thesis:. Wednesday, April 30, 2014  (One statement that encompasses all of your research)
Outline: ( a  list of what you will cover in your paper)
Works Cited page: Thursday, May 1, 2014(use www.easybib.com)
Rough Draft:  MONDAY, May 5, 2014

 ( Complete draft of paper is due.  You will have a chance to revise, but not to add back points that were taken off because of missing components.  Must have the number of pages required, sources required,etc.) .
Final Draft: TBA  
Pay attention to deadlines.  Points will be deducted for late work.

Presentations:
· Presentations will be to our class.  You will explain your interest in the author, explain your research, explain criticism, and explain your own analysis.  You will need to have a visual aid, whether it is an excerpt from a book/video, poster, costume, props, monologue, powerpoint…etc.  This is your own.  Make it fun for us and you!  Come see me with your ideas.

· If it’s a clip or passage from a film/book that is in the least bit questionable, then you will forfeit your grade to a big fat ZERO.

· Avoid Plagiarism.  This will result in a zero too.

Rubric for Research Paper:  Here is how you will be scored.
	Category:


	20 pts.
	15 pts.
	10pts. 
	5pts.
	0pts.

	1.  Strong introduction/clear thesis.

Reader is able to see the direction you are going.

(20)


	Research paper has an excellent intro, clear thesis.  The intro also captures the attention of the reader.
	Research paper has an adequate intro, with a few lapses in detail.
	Research paper’s intro is lacking in depth and detail.  No thesis statement.
	Research paper has no intro.
	No paper.

	Research paper includes biography and analysis.

(20)
	Essay has a detailed and thorough biography that flows, along with appropriate, creative, and original analysis.
	Research paper has a good blend of biography and analysis.
	Research paper is missing part of the assignment: biography, analysis, etc .
	Research paper has one or missing requirements.
	No paper.

	Research paper adheres to MLA:

Proper in-text citations, format, and works cited.


	Research paper meticulously follows MLA format.
	Research paper, for the most part, adheres to MLA.
	Research paper has lapses in adherence of MLA.
	Research paper does not follow the MLA format.
	No paper.

	Pts:
	10
	7
	5
	3
	0

	Blending of Sources(10)
	Sources were blended, more than one or two in each paragraph, often.
	Some sources were blended, and there were a few paragraphs with blends.
	Hardly any blending of sources within the research paper.
	No blending of sources, only chunks of information.
	

	Grammar, Sentence Variety, and Vocabulary

(10)
	Few grammar mistakes, sentences varied in type, and sophisticated vocabulary.
	Some grammar mistakes, most sentence variety, and strong vocabulary.
	Many grammatical errors, hardly any sentence variety, few instances of strong vocabulary.
	Grammatical errors and lack of sentence variety and strong vocabulary impede the reader from understanding the essay.

	Analysis and Conclusion (20 pts.)
	Author analysis is appropriate and reflects understanding of the author’s work.  Strong, impressionable conclusion  (20)
	Strong conclusion, with analysis that is appropriate and in depth.(15)
	Somewhat strong conclusion, but analysis is short in detail.  (10)
	No conclusion or analyis at all.  (5)
	No essay.


Helpful Resources:
For help with your works cited page, use http://www.easybib.com.  I would suggest that you make an account with them so you can save your work.

For help with MLA formatting and a guide, use https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/.  This is a great resource for everything MLA.

