Reading A Biography         The Life of Vincent Van Gogh
A biography is the story of a person’s life.  Most biographers write with two goals in mind:  to tell an interesting story and to created an impression of what the person was really like.

Before Reading

A. Set a Purpose

Primary purpose- find out as much as you can about the subject and his/her life

Secondary purpose – form your own impression of the subject

· To set your purpose, ask questions about the biographical subject.

· Directions:  Write your purpose for reading a biography about Vincent Van Gogh.  Then, explain what you already know about him.

          My purpose: _________________________________________________________

          What I already know about Vincent Van Gogh: ____________________________

B. Preview

· Preview a biography by examining the front and back covers and table of 
                    contents.  Look for important information about the subject.

· Directions:   Make notes on the tree map.

Preview Information
Subject


Main Time Period

Important Facts
_________                        _______________              _____________________









_____________________









_____________________
C. Plan

· Use the strategy of looking for cause and effect to help you understand the effect of the subject’s life experiences.

During Reading

D. Read with a Purpose
· Keep track of key events in the subject’s life and how they affected him or her.

· Directions:   Do a careful reading of the excerpt from the Barnum biography.   Make notes on the flow map.

                              




Effects


                 Event




· Look for information.
· Often you will need to make inferences about how an event affected the subject’s life.

· Understanding How Biographies Are Organized
· Think of a biography as a series of stories that offer clues about the subject’s personality.

· Directions:  What is your impression thus far of P.T. Barnum?  Make notes on the Character Map



[image: image1]
E. Connect

· Connect to a biography by asking yourself, “How do I feel about the subject?”

     ____________________________________________________________________

     ____________________________________________________________________

After Reading
F. Pause and Reflect

· To reflect on your purpose, ask yourself, “Can I speak knowledgeably about the biographical subject?”

· Directions:   Answer these questions about Vincent Van Gogh.

Can I name several events in the subject’s life? ___________________________
Do I understand how these events affected the subject?____________________
Do I have a sense of what the person was really like?_______________________
Can I say how I feel about the subject?___________________________________
Can I support how I feel with evidence from the text?______________________
G. Reread

· No reader can absorb every detail on a single reading. If you find you don’t have a clear impression of the subject, you’ll need to do some rereading.

· The rereading strategy of outlining can help you find and process additional details about the biographical subject. 

· Directions:  Reread key parts of the excerpt.  Then, write details about P. T .Barnum on this outline.

	Vincent Van Gogh

	I. 1888

	    A. 

	    B.

	    C.

	II.  1889

	    A.

	    B.


H. Remember

· Creating a map or sketch can help you retain what you’ve learned about the subject.

· Directions:  Make a sketch of Vincent Van Gogh. 
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