“My Country For Mandela”
By Zindziswa Mandela


I stand by the gate

School’s out

Smoke fills the location

Tears come to my eyes

I wipe them away 

I walk into the kitchen

To see my mother’s

Black hard-washing hands

A forceful smile from

A tired face

We sit and have supper

I pick up a picture of 

My father and look

My mother turns away

Tries to hide

My father left my mother

In his arms

He is roughly separated

From her

The van pulls away

Mother watches bravely enough

I as a child do

Not understand

My heart aches

How I long to see my father

At least to hold his hand

And comfort him

Or at least to tell him

He’ll be back some day 
Underline the verbs…subject and verb.





What is the verb tense?





Why do you think the poet uses present tense verbs when talking about a past event?





Tone is the attitude a speaker takes toward a subject.  How would you describe the speaker’s tone?





Prove It!!! Highlight the lines in the poem that support your answer.








Style is the writer’s distinctive manner of expression.  Not what the writer says but how he or she says it.


How would you describe the writer’s style?





Circle the mother’s actions…what can you infer?








